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Definition of EAL 
 
‘English as an additional language’ is defined as applying to all pupils for whom English is 
not their first language/one of their first languages (if bilingual). The EAL Department 
Policy is to ensure that language does not become a restrictive factor in a pupil’s education 
at, and integration into, Headington. 
 
Aims of EAL provision at Headington 
 

● To identify who is EAL, and then determine if dedicated EAL teaching support is 
required, or if academic staff - in their normal teaching provision - can make adjustments. 

● To use EAL teaching support to bring pupils’ comprehension and application of the 
English language up to a standard which enables them to access the curriculum. 

● To support integration into the wider life of the school. 

● To ensure all new Sixth Form pupils are supported in obtaining the best IELTS 
(International English Language Testing System) score for university entrance. 

● To communicate effectively with all staff to ensure they are aware of all students 
who have EAL, and those who attend support lessons. 

● To advise Admissions where there is any discussion about whether a prospective 
pupil’s level of English would prevent them from accessing the curriculum. 

● To provide specialist 121 teaching where appropriate. 
 
Organisation of teaching 
 
The EAL Coordinator reports to the Assistant Head Academic. 
 
The majority of provision is delivered in weekly timetabled lessons to year group EAL 
cohorts, though occasionally lessons need to occur before or after school. Additional help 
might also be given to EAL students at key times during the year on an ad hoc basis by 
request of pupils, staff or parents. 
 
From Year 9 upwards the focus of the lessons is structured around two English Language 
examinations; 
 

● Cambridge First Certificate Examination (FCE) which is taken in Year 10 or 11. 

● New EAL students entering the Lower Sixth are prepared for the International  
English LanguageTesting System (IELTS). 
 
Private 121 Lessons  
 
In extremis, where EAL pupils are struggling to access the curriculum even with normal 
EAL provision, private 121 lessons might be arranged after discussion with pastoral and 
academic staff, and parents. These lessons are separately charged. 
 
Integration with the English Department 
 
The EAL Coordinator works closely with the Head of English to ensure the continuing 
needs of all students are being met. Staff members of the EAL Department also liaise 
regularly with their pupils’ English teachers enabling them to support the specific needs of 
these students in relation to the demands of the English Department curriculum. 


